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Discussion 2: COVID-19
1. What conclusions can you draw between this historic event and the current COVID-19 pandemic? 
First, both diseases have similar presentation and manifestation because they are both respiratory diseases. Both of them presented wide range of illnesses from mild to severe conditions that even resulted in death of millions of people. Also, both diseases tested the capacity and capability of the healthcare systems of each government. Many countries were overwhelmed by Covid-19 due to the low capacity of the healthcare facilities and resources. Also, both diseases demonstrated the need for collaboration and partnerships in combating global pandemics. 
2. What are your thoughts and feelings about the current crisis? 
Even though the current crisis has not killed many people compared to the Spanish Flu, but it has also shown the importance of building capacity of the healthcare systems. During the early months of the current crisis, many people died, hospitals overwhelmed, and the supply chain affected severely. All these are lessons that need to be taken seriously in order to deal with the future pandemics more proactively and efficiently.
3. How are you coping? (We hope that you will utilize some of what you learned in this course such as the importance of sleep, exercise, stress reduction, and proper nutrition to help you cope). There are millions of people worldwide affected by COVID-19 and the potential for millions more to be affected in the near future. The COVID-19 vaccines are a hot topic in the news right now. 
The COVID-19 pandemic took away the normal life that we had before. I also witnessed some of my family relatives succumb to the disease. However, I am just glad that I have not contacted the disease and continue to be alive and healthy. With the severity of the disease, I have changed my lifestyle ranging from the food I take to limiting my social life. These are just precautions to help me stay safe. 
4. What are your thoughts about the vaccinations? 
I think that the vaccinations are a good initiative towards ending the pandemic and bring some sense of normalcy back. I also think that the vaccine issue has been politicized too much, with the world super powers taking the time to showcase their dominance and superiority. However, I believe that it is time to ensure that people are vaccinated across the world because with the globalization, no country will be safe unless all countries around the world are safe. 
5. Would you/will you receive this vaccine? Why or why not? (This is a controversial topic with differing opinions so be respectful and professional in your peer replies).
While the issue of vaccines has been politicized, I also believe that there is a good chance that it is the only way people will get their lives back. I trust that the vaccines have been developed by professionals and experts in this field as well as taken through the vigorous process to ensure that they are safe for human use. As such, I would gladly take the vaccine when it comes. 
